IX. Nhirng diéu trong thiy...... Lm. Phérd Tran thé Tuyén

Hi troeong Colosseum ¢ Roma va
Hang toai dao Callixtus (Catacombs of Saint Callixtus).

C6 nhiing di tich lich sir vuot thoi gian duoc xép hang ky quan thé gisi: Pau truong Colosseum.
Hang nam c6 ca 30 triéu du khach tir khip noi trén thé giéi dén Y dé xem nhitng di tich lich sir vuot thoi

gian ndy.... sach v& viét vé nhitng di tich lich sir nay vira nhiéu vira hay. ... Hinh anh nhiéu khong sao ta
xiét....Toi di thay va tham viéng lau gid nhitng Ky tich trén, nhung khong c6 kha nang mé ta can k& nhu
nhiéu nha chuyén mén da 1am. Tbi chi xin mé ta mot cach gidi han theo nhan xét c& nhan.

Piu truong hay hi treong Colosseum

Tiéng Anh “The Colosseum or Coliseum” hay the Flavian Amphitheatre; tiéng Latinh:
Amphitheatrum Flavium; Tiéng Y: Anfiteatro Flavio or Colosseo. Nhitng tén goi cho ching ta mét dinh
nghia chung: Colosseum 1a mot dai hi vién ngoai troi, duoc xay bang vat liéu ning 1a da tir thé ky tha
nhat. Goi dai hi vién twrong dbi dung hon véi viéc xir dung hi truong da dang lac dau: (1) ding lam dau
truong tirc noi danh cho vua chiia va dan chung dén xem nhirng tran dau kiém hay dau guom ngay xua,
thuong 12 mot mat mot con, hay dién xuat mot tran danh giic (2) noi hanh hinh cac Kit6 hitu thoi dé qudc
La M4 cam dao, ngudi ta tha tha dit can xé va giét chét nhitng nguoi ¢éng gido thoi bay gio; (3) ciing 1a
noi ngudi ta dén dé thuong thuc tai hing bién cua nhitng bac tri thac tri danh. ... Céach chung hi truong
dé giai tri, nhung cach giai tri mua vui ngay xwa thudng dam méu va da man.



Hi truong dugc bat dau xay dung dudi thoi Vespasian Flavius, duoc hoan tat dudi thoi Titus
Flavius va sau d6 dugc tring tu dudi thoi Domitian Flavius. Ca ba hoang dé nay déu c6 chung tén ho la
Flavius, goi 1 tridu dai Flavius, nén hi truong mang tén “the Flavian Amphitheatre; tiéng Latinh:
Amphitheatrum Flavium; Tiéng Y: Anfiteatro Flavio” nhu chiing ta vira d& cap.

Nhung 1am sao tir tén Pai Hi Truong Flavius lai goi sang tén Colosseum? Thay cd hai cach cit
nghia: (1) Colosseum bat ngudn tir colossale, tiéng Y, c6 nghia 1a colossal, 1a khong 16. Roi nguoi ta viét
chir “C” hoa dé dién ta rang hi trudng I6n nhat Roma. (2) LAy tén birc teong khdng 16 ciia hoang dé Nero
dung sting simg 30 thudc cao trén quang truong ndy. Tugng ddng khong 16 cia Nero goi la Colossus of
Nero, tirc tugng hoang dé Nerd khong 16. Tir chir Colossus sang chir Colosseum dé néi 1én chiéu kich vi
dai cua hi truong. Dé ca tung bao chia Nero, ninh than néi: “Bao lau Colossus ding vimg thi Roma diing
viing. Khi Colossus suy sup thi Roma suy sup. Ma Roma suy sup c¢6 nghia 1a ca thé gidi suy tan” Lich st
cho biét Nero két thic cudc doi doc ac caa minh bang liéu thude doc sau khi da giét me, giét mot s than
nhan rugt thit, giét hang ngan Kitd hitu va dét thanh Roma.....Ong di tan lui, nhung Roma van dung
viing, thé giGi van phat trién... dé 1am chiing cho mot Nero chét yéu (sinh nam 37, chét nam 68, IGc moéi
31 tudi)

T6i thay ngay ngudi Y ciing khong noi diing hay viét dung tén Colosseum. Cé nhiing cach néi va
viét khac nhau nhu: colisseum, colloseum, collosseum, colisium, collesium, colusium.... Cong trinh
Colosseum biéu 16 mot kiét tac kién trac. Hi truong duoc khoi cong tir ndm 72 sau cong nguyén va két
thic chi 10 nim sau tirc ndm 82 sau cong nguyén. Cach nay 2000 nim, mot hi trudng dugc xay bang
hang triéu tan da d&o gan khit vao nhau va rat kién cd. Hi trudng cao ¢ chiéu dai 205 mét, chiéu ngang
168 mét va chiéu cao 48 mét véi 4 thang bac (khong phai 4 tang) va chiém mot dién tich mit bang la
3,357 mét vudng, chu vi do dugc 527 mét, c6 suc chaa tir trén 50000 nguoi. Nguoi ta cd thé di vao va
thodt ra trong mot thoi gian rat ngin nhd c6 tat ca 76 cira. Bén trong hi truong, ¢6 nhiéu bac cap khac
nhau danh cho céc giai cip khac nhau trong xa hoi nhu hoang gia — chu than, vién chic triéu dinh, qui toc
.... Sau cung va trén cung la phu ni.



Dé d& hiéu hi trudong colosseum, chiing ta cir lay mot san van dong ngay nay dé so sanh thi rd hon:
Mot toa nha hinh tron, hay hinh bau duc, khéng méi, bén trong la cac tang biang ghé ngdi, thuong hang la
bac thap nhat va hang chét & hang cao nhit va xa nhat. Khan dai, noi giao ddu hay danh vat ngay xua hay
choi thé thao ngay nay la mat bang thip nhat.... Phai ndi 1a nhitng san van dong ngay nay duoc xay dung
mo6 phong theo hi trudng Colosseum ngdy xwa. Ngay xua, khong co hé théng am thanh, vay ma mot
ngudi ding ¢ khan dai thip c6 thé noi cho 50000 ngudi nghe 18, nho “tiéng vong tir thung liing sau” va
doi lai do nhitng twdng chin chung quanh.

Chua Giésu ciing giang day theo kiéu hi truong ndy. Ching ta thiy dan ching theo Chua, ngdi
chung quanh trién doi tir cao xudng thap.... va Chua giang thuong tir thip vong 1én cao.... Dan chung
vay quanh Chua, Chtia xudng thuyén danh ca Ong Simon va chéo ra xa mot chit. .. tir ngoai khoi... Chaa
giang vao trong bo cho ba con nghe..Ai dén Roma, ngay Chua Nhat di du gio doc kinh Truyén Tin ciing
vay. Duc Gido Hoang tir trén cao, dung loa phong thanh néi vong xudng. Nhung néu cd ai tir quang
truong thanh Phérd néi to vong 1én... ai ciing nghe, vi chung quanh 1a vong cot chén ...

Hang toai dao Callisto (Catacombs of Saint Callixtus).

Trong thuc té khdng biét nhu thé nao, nhung khi mé ta hi truong Colosseum, noi ngudi ta giai tri
\ bang cach xem nhing tran ddu kiém dam

j- me - Bienvenue - Witamy R g , e
Benvenuti - Welco mau, cling 12 noi nguoi ta ching kién canh

Bienvenido - Willkommen - Boa vinda thi dit phanh thay cac anh hing tir dao,

T M B E nhitng Kitd hiru trong nhiing thé ky diu.....

CA lam t6i lién twéng dén hang toai dao thanh
O Callixtus ma da doi lan tham viéng.

San CALLls I C6 nhiéu ngudi thic méc: Cac hoang

dé Roma thay phién nhau cdm dao sudt 3 thé
@ @ @ ® @ ® ky cho dén hoang dé Constantino, nim 312
méi ban hanh sic chi cho tu do giit dao va

INGRESSO RISERVATO VISITATORI CATACOMBE S.CALLISTO | truyén dao. Vay thi cac gido hitu & 3 thé ky
dau giit dao nhu thé nao? Ho gitr dao mot
cach &m tham kin d4o trong nhiing hang toai dao. Ho kién cuong tuyén xung durc tin trudc khi bi phanh
thay noi hi truong. Ho tim céch lién lac va nhan ra nhau qua nhitng dau hiéu Kitd hitu ma ching ta con
lwu truyén va ngudng mo cho dén ngay nay.
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DAu hiéu dé Kitd hiru nhan ra nhau ciing nhu tim dén noi c¢6 thanh 18 hinh con c4. Con c4, tiéng Hy
lap 1a ICHTHUS, khi ghép céac chir dau tién lai ching ta c6 cau: “lests Christos Thedu Uids Soter" c6
nghia "Dirc Giésu Kitd Con Thién Chla Dang Ctru Thé” Kito hitu chi can theo hinh con ca do ai vé d6 va
tim dén hang toai dao hay noi ving vé c6 thanh 18 dé rudc ldy Minh Thanh Chla. Na na nhu vay, ngay
nay ngudi ta theo diu chit H dé tim dén bénh vién (Hospital). Thai cdm céach, mot 16i thét ra vo y ¢6 thé
bi bit va bi giét chét. Nguoi ta khong thé hoi ngudi khac cong khai: C6 phai anh chi 1a ngudi cdng gido
khéng? Mubn nhan ra nhau, ngudi ta v& hinh con ca bang tay quo trén khong hay bang chan vé trén
dat.... nguoi kia néu 1a Cong Gido s& v& hinh con ca dap lai... thé 13 ho nhan ra nhau la Kitd hitu. Ciing
thé, thoi cdm dao & Viét Nam, ngudi Cong Gido mién Bic va Mién Trung chay vao mién Nam va song
that xa trong nhitng viing héo lanh. Ho tao thanh HQ PAO, nhiing nguoi ¢6 dao séng nhu ho hang. Ho
goi nhau bang anh bay, Chi tim hay C6 ba....Nguoi trong ho dao biét ai 1 anh bay.... nhung khong ai
ngoai ho biét anh bay 14 ai.... Nho vy ngudi con song va dao con ton tai.

Toai dao, hay "Catacombe™ phét xuat tir tiéng Hy lap "Kata cumbas" sat nghia 1a “ham” hay “h4”.
Nguoi ta dao hd chdn ngudi chét... ngudi chét cang nhiéu... h dao cang sau va ndi rong thanh nhiing
ham mo duéi 10ng dat. Sau cling toai dao 1a nhimg nghia trang ciia ngudi Cong Gido dao sau dudi long
dat 1am noi “ngii chung véi nhau” sau khi chét. Ching ta biét nguoi cong gido thoi xua, khong thich gan
hay chung cha voi ngudi ngoai gido ké ca khi song va khi chét. Nén vao cubi thé ky 11, ho quyét dinh xay
cac nghia trang riéng dé chon cat céc tin hitu qua doi, nhu trong mét "nha nga chung”, va tir d6 phat xuat
ra tir "koimeteria”, ma ching ta dich 1a nghia trang. Nén dat thanh Cong Gido bat ngudn tir kiéu hang toai
dao nay.

Nghia trang thanh Callisto, l1a nghia trang, do Birc Gido Hoang Zeferino cai quan Giao Hoi gitra cac
nam 199-217, cho thanh 1ap va giao cho Phd té Callisto trong coi. Sau ndy Pho té Callisto duoc bau 1am
Gido Hoang ké nhiém Buc Gido Hoang Zeferino cai quan Gio Hoi gitra cac nam 217-222, tic cho téi
khi Btic Gido Hoang Callisto chiu tir dao va chén cét trong nghia trang nay.

Nén toi xin giai thich nhu thé nay: Gan hai thé ky dau, “catacombe” duoc goi “hang toai dao” theo
nghia dé chi noi ngudi cong gido “toai dao™ tirc “ty dao”, nhu ty nan... 1a noi trdn tranh dé giir dao, c6
thé day 1a nghia trang ciia nguoi La Ma. Nhung cudi thé ky 11 “catacombe” 13 nghia trang cong gido.
Ngudi cong giao dao hd xdy mo phan cho minh dé nhitng ngudi co dao ngu chung, chd phuc sinh.



Lam toi xét minh......cooveereenncenncenss

Nhin thay hi truong Colosseum va hang toai
dao thanh Callisto toi nghi dén sy tai gioi va can
cuong cua nhitng thé hé di trudce:

1/ Mot hi truong vi dai, cao gan 50 thudc
dugc lam bang hang triéu tan da déo gan vao nhau
va ton tai 2000 nim qua. Du khach than phuc vo
cung! Téi ngam nhin va ngudng mo kiét tac cua
kién tric! Ngay nay, nhiéu hi treong, nhiéu san van
dong trén thé gisi duoc mo phong theo ciu tric cua
hi trudng Colosseum. Khong dam ché thé hé nguoi
Y hién tai, nhung t6i thiy 62 triéu cong dan Y hién
tai khong bang nhitng tién nhan tai gioi ngay xua.
Ngay nay, nguoi Y séng nho du khéach rat nhiéu.
Chung ta cu tha tinh xem 30 triéu du khach vao Y
hang nam, tiéu bao nhiéu tién cho nhiing lan tham
viéng nhitng di tich lich sir ky tac niy. Toi ciing xét
minh thiy 13, nhiing bac dan anh cua minh nhiéu
ngudi rat gioi. Co ngudi khdng hé bude chan ra khoi
Viét Nam, nhung ho ndi thong thao vai ba sinh ngt.
Chung ta dang séng nho cong kho cua tién nhan! Hy
vong cudc sdng toi thanh nén cho nhimg ngudi di sau.

2/ Hang toai dao lic dau la nhitng ham mo, noi ngudi ¢ong giéo trén dé gitr dao. Dan da nguoi
cong gi4o chon cat nguoi cong gido noi chén riéng, nhig nguoi cing duc tin “ngil chung” sau khi chét
chd ngay phuc sinh....ciing goi la hang toai dao. Vay toai dao 14 noi trén dé giir dao va ciing c6 nghia Ia
noi chén riéng ngudi co dao.... La ngudi cong gido, toi khong thé noi: dao nao ciing thé... khong! Khong
c6 dao nao bang dao Cong Gi4o ca...Cong gido khong chi day an ngay & lanh, nhung con day tdi “soéng
gitra thé gian ma khong thuoc vé thé gian!” That vy, ti ciing sinh séng nhu moi ngudi, nhung toi sinh
ra, song va chét cho chuong trinh ciru do cia Thién Chla. Hay hién ngang va kién viing trong duc tin
cbng giao!

Nhiéu khi vi ban chat yéu dubi, vi nhiing thir thach cudc doi... toi c6 nghiéng. .. nhung chua ngi.



